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Individual Electoral Registration Briefing Note  

 

The Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 introduced Individual 
Electoral Registration (IER) which is the most significant change to the Electoral 
Registration system for 100 years. The change is aimed at tackling perceived 
Electoral fraud and improving both the perception and the integrity of the 
Registration process. Individual Electoral Registration is also intended to provide a 
more convenient, secure and modern way for individuals to register and thereby 
maximize both the accuracy and completeness of the electoral register. IER also 
provides the ability for residents to register online. 

Previously, one person in every household was responsible for registering everyone 
who lived at that address.  Under individual electoral registration, each person is now 
required to register to vote individually, rather than by household. 

Under IER electors now must provide ‘identifying information', such as their date of 
birth and national insurance number, when applying to register. Applications must be 
verified through Department of Work and Pensions data (DWP) before an elector 
can be added to the Electoral register. Anyone unable to supply this information can 
provide an alternative form of evidence of their identity (e.g. passport, driving 
license) 

Individual Electoral Registration took effect from 10 June 2014 in England & Wales 
The Electoral Commission ran a National publicity campaign from July 2014 and 
Staffordshire Moorlands ran a parallel campaign, with press releases, headline 
banners on the website,  a detailed webpage  and also leaflets included with Council 
tax bills. Posters were also displayed in public buildings as well as doctor’s surgeries 
and post offices in the District. Data matching took place in July 2014 and 90% of 
Staffordshire Moorlands residents were automatically transferred to the IER register 
and had to take no further action. The 10% who did not match received a letter and a 
form inviting them to register under the new system. Further forms were sent out in 
September 2014 and for those who had still not responded, personal visits were 
made during October 2014. 

Registration total headline figures for progress at Staffordshire Moorlands are as 
follows:-  

February 2014 (register published under the old system) – 78812 

December 2014 (register published under the new system) – 78750 
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May 2015 (register used for District and Parish Elections) – 79497 

We are currently conducting the full IER Household canvass across the District. 
Forms were sent out on 26th August and a further reminder in September. Every 
property in the District has received a Household Enquiry Form (HEF) which includes 
the names of people currently registered to vote. Residents must return the HEF and 
can do this either by post, online or by telephone. Where there are changes a further 
form needs to be completed – an Invitation to Register (ITR). This again can be 
returned either online, by post or telephone. Follow up personal visits to all 
properties where no form has been received will be made from 15th October. The 
register is scheduled to be published on 1st December. We will be running a publicity 
campaign again this year which will run alongside the planned national Electoral 
Commission campaign, this will include press releases, posters and a dedicated 
webpage. The government announced in July that the transition to Individual 
Electoral Registration (IER) will complete at the end of 2015, when Registers are 
published on 1st December. 

At the end of 2015, the electoral registers compiled under the old household 
registration system in December 2013 will stop being used. Moving to the new 
electoral registers will mean that all out-of-date and inaccurate entries will be 
removed. 

IER will prevent fraud by enabling government to verify that everyone on the register 
is who they say they are. This will result in greater trust in the legitimacy and fairness 
of elections. 

Nationally, 1.9 million entries from Individual Electoral Registration are still to be 
transferred to the new electoral registers. However, as the Electoral Commission has 
already pointed out, it is likely that many of these entries will be redundant. 

Again nationally, almost 90% of voters were registered automatically on the new 
system without having to do anything, and a total of 96% of voters have already 
transferred to the new system. 

 

Web Links and 
Background Papers 

Location Contact details 

 Electoral 
Registration 
Moorlands House 
Leek 

Caroline Cooke 
Corporate Electoral Administration 
Advisor 
carolinecooke@staffsmoorlands.gov.uk 
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